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FOR. A* 


Laſting Settlement, 


E: TnaLETTER roaMEMBER of 
PARLIAMENT. 


TIT know 0 Reſolutions more worthy a Chriſtian Kingthan to prefer: "his 
© Colffitine'i before his . Kingdoms. X. Charles 1. Eikon Bafll. c. 6. 


| LONDO N, 
E Printed; and are to be ſold by Randal. 
Taylor, near Stationers=Hall.. 1685.. 


WAD you. known how averſe I have always been 
from _ ripping vp old Sores, or hitting others on 

the Teeth with their paſt Miſcarriages, when they 
promiſe to grow. wiſer and mend their Mamners, 
. you wou'd not, Tam confident, have impos'd upon 
me ſo ungrateful a 7ask, as the giving you an account of the ex- 
travagant Proceedings of ſome of our late pretended Patriots, which 
promoted, if not occaſion'd, the Tragical Scene like to have fol 
low'd, had not Providence miraculouſly interpos'd. 

But when'Fou aſſure me, 'tis not only convenient, but very 
neceffary for the Publick Service, in the preſent poſture of At- 
fairs, to expoſe to the World the fatal Conſequences of Fattions 
and Cabals, and the umvarrantable Reſolutions of a prevailing 
part of the Commons in our two laſt Parliaments, that others 
may thereby take warning to avoid that unhappy Rock, where- 
on their Predeceſlors have fo unluckily ſplit ; this powerful Charm, 
which ſhall ever Influence all the 44;ons of my Life, together 
with the weight of your own Commands, have forc'd me at laſt 
to a complyance. And tho' for the moſt part, this Subject has 
been already handled by ſeveral Pers, and particularly by the 
Author of the Lawyer Outlaw'd, who made it his buſineſs to ſhew 
by ſeveral Reaſons and Arguments, beſides divers Aits of ' Par- 
lament, and a great many Prefidents "and Records, that as the 
Fears and Fealoufies of the People were groundleſs and imaginary, 
ſo'the Reſolutions of the Leading Members at that time were Ar- 
bitrary and 1legal, contrary to Magna Charta, and the fundamen- 
tal Laws of the. Nation: Yet at your nome ſince the Gearlemes 
were pleas'd to get their Pozes Printed, by way.of in Apprat to 


the People, I will amongſt others briefly ofſet You my, Thoughts 
upori'the marter,' bur after ſome few reliminaries, will begin 
mine where that Gentlemax ended his Diſcturſe' 7 £4 VOLT 
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You Yemernber, 1 uppoe, Wa 2 noe al ts 


(2) 
been made with contriv'd Stories, and continual Alarums of 
Plots and Conſpiracies upon our Religion and Liberty, like the Ro. 
mans Hannibal ad Portas, when there was no danger of either ; 
and what a ſtir they kept with their 7@multuons Petitions and 4d- 
dreſſes from all the Fanaticks 'and Republicans of the ingdom in 
Winter 79. for the Parliaments ſitting, which alone they thought 
was able to cure this Maladze a ph And yet, when the 
Parliament met, and fat long enough to have redreſfy all the 
reall Grievances of the Nation, our Worthy Patriots ev'n left ys 
in a worſe condition than they found us. The late Xing of 
ever bleſſed Memory, whom God has taken. from an augrateful 
Generation that was not worthy of him, to Reign with himſelf 
in Glory, offer'd them a great deal more than Subjects ought in 
duty to expe from their S-veraigs ; yet nothing but the very 
anhinging of the Government, by that Antimonarchical projet the 
Bill of Excluſion, wou'd in any meaſure fatisfie their Ambition. 
The Loyal Gentlemen of the Country, who dutifully obey'd their 
Princes Lawful Preclamation, were toſsd from Poſt to Pillar by 
their Catchpoles, and their Ban-Dogs, as Traytors to the People, and 
kept ſeveral Weeks under a tedious and chargeable confinement, 
without the leſt ' pretenxce, of Law, or Colour of Juſtice : And at 
the ſame time $/dney and Ludlow, and all the Repud/icay Gang 
of 41. who were skulking abroad ever ſince his late Maje/ties 
bp happy Reftauration, flock'd home with all poſſible expe- 
dition, and were the great Favourites of our Lead.ng Members. 
But it was certainly a very Comical paſſage how civilly they 
treat Mr. William Stawell, one of their Abborrers, who had the 
courage to diſobey their anwarrantable Summons, and. tell their 
Meſſenger, uf he did any thing contrary to Law, he wou'd an- 
fwer '-h as the Zaw direqs, in the- ſame County, where the 
Fat was committed. The Leadimg Members were'fo puzled at 
this unexpected Arſwer, that they knew neither haw to digeſt 
nor revenge ſo great an affront, while Mr. Stawell had ſo much 
Law of his fide ; yet thinking it abſolutely neceſſary to find out 
ſome Shaw or other to blind the World, leſt this ſhou'd be made 
2 Leading Card for others to flight their pretended 'Authority, 
they yery obligingly Voted the Gentzlemax ſick, and unable to 
appear before them ; and therefore were pleas'd to allow him a 
agnths time for his appearance. ..Votes'4. December 1680. 


'But'this, and (if Fou except the gene "projet? 'of Bxclufin) all 
the other tricks.and devices they made uſe [for eleven Weeks to- 
gether to enflame and diftraft the People, ſeem'd 'but a Flea-bize, 
i compar'd with the avparallelld Votes rey paſgd ſome days before 
they fore'd the Xing to a Prorogation: When Sampſon-like, 
by pulling down the Pi/lars bf the' ZZouſe, deſttoy'd more. Phe 
fines on the' day of his Death, than in his whole Life 'befote; they 
did more miſchief by. ſhaking the Found tion of the Government the 
three laſt days of their fitting, thartin all the reſt | of their turbu- 
5. SO Ha 3, areds; -Smpnadiec' 
Reſolved, (lay they) That His Wajeſty in His laff” Meſſage, ha- 
ving aſſured this Ft vuſe of his readineſs to concur in all other means, 
for the preſeruatian of the Proteſtant Religjon 5 This Houſe doth declire, 
that until a Bill ke Tikewiſe paſſed for Excluding, the D. of York, this 
Houſe cannot grve any ſupply tos Majeſty, without danger to Hts 
Majeſties. P FS extream Lal of the Proteſtant Religzon, aud un- 
faithfulneſs to thoſe by whom this Fouſe is entruſted. Votes 7th Fa. 
1680. s ; | | 


. 


''In this Vote we may obſerve with ſome”. Aſtonifhment the 
great Condeſcenſions of 4 Gracious Prince, and the” ungrateful -Re- 
turns of a ſtubborn People, who got a knack, of late days, to ſtand 
upon ſuch trucking and bartering with their Soveraign, as their 
Pregeceſſors durft not. have offerd.in former Ages. * Once indeed 
they prefurn'd on the Z/ſarpation of  F7. 4. who, 'becaufe 'of ; his 
unjuſt Title, they thought wou'd deny them nothing : "And there- 
fore in the Second Year of his Rejgu, The Commons defired they 
might have Anſwer of their Petitions before the gift of any Subſidy ; 
to which the King anſwer'd, Ze. would conferr with the Lords, an 
do what ſhould be beſt, according to their Advice, And the laſt day 
of the Parliament He gave this Anſ\ver, That, that mauuer of, dojng 
had not been ſeen nor uſed in no time of His Progenitors \.or* Prede- 
cefſors, that they ſhould have any Anſwer of their Petitions, or know- 
 tedge of it, before they have ſhewed and finiſhed all their other bur 
neſs of Parliament, B+ it "of any Grant, Bufineſs, or otherwiſe, 
"And thertfort the King would yot in any ways change the good Cultonn 
Soo &s made and uſed of ancient times. | Bux now, it ferns, 
Caſe ls lter'd, and No"Cure, No Money,” is always the” Bargain. 


(4) 

he- Xing profers.to concurr. with them in. all other Expedients 

ior their {curity, without any Limitation or Reſign, againſt 
the.groundleſs Fears and Fealoufies they. pretended ; but the Z- 
ghen-Moghen (corn'd to accept of an "Kling Me caud fafely conſent 
to: And therefore when His Majeſty, grebV ther t6 think of « 
Yoth for the relief of Tangier, they, as became ſuch; Loyal and 
Dutiful Subjefs, flatly refusd it, becauſe of the apparent Danger it. 
threatn'd to His Majeſties Perſon, and to the Proteſtant Religion, if 


- 


- 'the Moors were beaten upon their own Dangh#ll. i, 
Thus all Expedients are quite out of doors, and Voted not only 
inſufficient, but dangerous; and no care muſt be taken to reſcue 
Tangjer.out of the hands of Barbarzans,-.for fear of. hazarding His 
Majeſties Perſon, and the Proteſtant Religion, by weakning the 
Mahometan Intereſt : No regard to the growing Greatneſs: of France, 
nor the leaſt thought of ſecuring a diſtrafted, Natzoy from the .De- 
ſigns of ſo potent an Exvemy, anc not. a Groat to be. Tiyven for the 
Honour and Wellfare of the Xinzgdom, without the forbidden fruit, 
the Bl of Excluſion. And ſo hot they were upon this unlucky 
feent, that like Z/op's Dog in the Manger, they wou'd neither give 
any Money themſelves, to ſupply the Xings urgent Neceſſities, and 
to maintain his Credit (wherein was containd tliat of the; whole 
Nation) either at home or abroad, nor -as much as in. them lay, 
uffer others to part withany ; to which purpoſe, leaſt the Purſe- 
Brings of the Nation, - which: they kept very cloſe, ſhou'd chance 
to fail them, they bethought themſelves of an enchanted, Padlock, 
never before made uſe of, . for their. further. Security; and to that 
end they paſs'd the following Vote. EOS £ 


'  Reſilved, That whoſoever ſhall lend, or cauſe to be lent by way of 
advance, any Money upon the branches of the Kings Revenue, ariſing 
by Cuſtoms, Exciſe, or Hearth-Money,' ſhall be adjngz'd to hinder the 
fitting of Parliaments, and ſhall be reſponſable for the ſame in Par- 
— a. <1... PET 


© But why ſhould S«Zjefs be condemn'd of this Bag-bear Crime 


for lending the Xing their -own Money upon a. valuable, Confide- 
ration? . Or why forejudg'd by the Houſe of Commons, who never 
had the Power of Judicature? What, are we gone back again to 
Forty One, to be thus bag-ridden -a ſecond time? or can. We. be 


ls) 
thovght-altogether ſo-/{pid, as to have forgot 


we..then.; re: 


& 


-& 


dreads: the, Fire; and\the; Nation imying;by 2 
exce.open'd. their, Eyes, are of tate. more afraid of 
Jetls Vſurpation, than 
me! > And therefore | 
but.-ta.let the. People, know what they, might 
Patriots; if\they. had, kept. any. longer in t 


the Tyrannical Uſage” 
7d, from . a, pack-of /lains, that calld. themſelves 


he Houle; Qt. .Comm 4s, ant Wm heir, Nemixe Contradicente 
was, egough ito avoid both Law ang Ge/pe{?. No, Sir, 4 burat. Child ' 
4 2 dear bought -Experi- 
are their fellow-Sub- 
67; they have been. of the Princes Excroach- - 
this Zhnerraprable Kate. tignified no: mere, 
pert from ſuch 

e Saddle; ſince they 


had as. much Power. to get. all, the Money of Eng/and into their - 


Cuſtody and Diſpoſal, as to make.it. Pexal.in any one 
gf» his owp,, 2s, he, pleasd, ,, But;,let us. hear, their, 
and .Cenfeſtan on the, happy. day. of their. Prorogation, 
ſtor'd.. many , an. \/oue/t 
ſome interval of Tranqui/lity.-. 
.. Reſo.wed, that whoſoever advifed his. Majeſty to pror 
liament, to 'any. other purpoſe than. in. order to the. pay - 


18 


ot s 


ſpoſe 


eecb 


| which re-- 
Man to tus. Liberty, and the Nation to » 


this Par- 


a 


Bill 


for the, Excluſion of the Duke of; York, is a Betrayer of the King, 
the.,Proteſtant Religzon, and of the Kingdom of England ; a Pro- 
moter. of the French . Tutereſt, and a Penſioner to France. . Votes - 
109. Jan. 1680... _ | * a 


of. their, Fowerri1A08 $0: "n EY -; Were; ſo Geaerogs.; 
Grv hum ret infec from lo 
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Man i in his me -oþ den , that the French Xi _—_ theſe 
| Ro DD "3nd 48 ike tocontinue, becauſe Intereſt, 
th YL at” Diurber of our Tacks Pecch. 'He'ls "fenftble, we Wy 

ring y* Nat ow now able; 'if united amongſt our flves, ts? x 
2 "Gher to*his bnlimmited Amb3rion, and defeat” his: torg: hat Ma 
Dekior ofan Oniverſal Monarchy. "Tis his Bufie/3 therefore to ſo- 
Trent our' erenrces, and- ſet' us t ogether- bythe Ears, fill” 'he 
finds* himſelf ima Ciniditzon' to fall ojon' 'Us, ageſtoy us.: 'He 
has' alfeady found out'our” = $:de,'our  frightfyl” 2p prehenſi- 
ons of Popery and *Atbitrary Goverkinent upon®every 0 "4 or ra» 
ther no occaſion; which the Arthor of the Book call'd the Policy 
"France, has ong! ſince chatK'd' ont as the moſt 7:f211b/e ' way 
19 breale us all to Pieces, But if we-confider what: fort of Men 
hive of late years 'purſued this: very" Method, with more. "than 
ordinary Zeal, have ſtudied l- ways imapitiable" to enflame the 
Nation, and bring their Soveraign into an odium with his People, 
and by this Mears have given the French an __ to add 
Pay > and" Strasbourg, Conrtray, Luxemburg, other Places of 
ortdnce to his new Acquiſitions, and to caſt feveral Slurs and 
Aﬀronts upon this Kingdom both by S:4 and Land: We: ſhall eafi- 
ly find, that whoever receiv'd the Peyfions, theſe very Gturle- 
er that cry ſo loud: againſt it, were the grand Promoters of the 
French Intereſt, I am ſorry this can be faid of any, much  lefs 
of ſo many of the Repreſentatives of the Commons of England ; 
of that any ſhould be found among them fo tinmindful of -the 
Pablick, or 1o far infatuted with'a 3/ind unſeaſonable Zeal for Re+ 
Hom, © as inftead of oppoſing the Common Enemy, to ſerve' tind 
Yet this much- we have to ay to our Com 
= "hat even in. that Eioaſe | there was a Remmant left that bow- 
ell not"the buce- to Baal, as Loyal Sabjetts, and as hearty Lover 
of their Country, as E fate within thoſe Wa/s, tho* ſtill out-vor- 
ed by the coming and 4 of the Fattzor, who with their plau- 
boo: refenses" of Religion and —__ when they really meant 
= i fe Confuſion, by unkingnf= the beftof OS, car- 
ried: all before” them. © For 'tis plain, "there 5 nothing” E dan 
ous to our preſent Pract and firkre” pres than Fi ma 

oy unlucky diviffors and  mifmiderſtandings _ 

thing more neceſfary-for out, Preſervarion, than a n {ata upion and 
4 mutual corfillence between Prince dikl People - fore 'as 


(7) 
all good Subjefts are now ſatisfied, theſe Gerriemen were led: by 
another Byaſs than that of the Publick good; To T ion not' bur 
every true os will mark all-thoſe for the future, that will 
rug-upon the Scent; and look upon them as Betrayers of their 
Country, hir'd by our Enemies to prepare us for Deſ#ration. But 
how, I beſeech you, cou'd the Prorogaing of that Parliament, be 
2 promoting of French deſigns > What have they done, all the while 
they fate, inoppolition to Fraxce, or what have they omitted to 
pleaſe that ambitions Prince, *and ſecure him in his Congueſts; all 
their Votes and Reſolutions, their Addreſſts 'and Remonſtrances be- 
ing all along fubſervient to his Znds and Purpoſes 2 The reaſon 
was, I ſuppoſe, that having ſet up for Popular Patriots, to pleaſe 
- the unthinking Multitude in ſome meaſure, they thought it. ne- 
ceſary togivetheni a\few Sgar Plans, by ſeeming to huff :againſt 
the French,” tho' it was the leaſt of their Thoughts to diſoblige ſo 
good a Friend: Ason the other ſide they paſsd in the following 
vote high Complements on their zealous Sticklers in London, who 
had bin all along very uſeful to the Ringleaders of the Fatticn, to 
engage them further in the Cauſe. 


Reſolved, that the thanks of this Houſe be given to the City of 
London, for their manifeſt Loyalty to the King, their care, charge, 
and wigilancy for the preſervation of his Majeſties Perſon, and of the 
Proteſtant Religion. Votes 1b. 


I with the Gentlemen, ſince their Hard was in, had fo far 
oblg'd their Friends in Loudon, as to have given us any one i- 
ftance cither of their Loyalty to the Xing, or of their Care for the 
eſtabliſb'd Religion, inthe whole courſe of their unhappy Government. 
I know very well, there were at that time many Loyal ang-Conſci- 
entious Proteſtants in London, whoſe prudent conduct and! manage- 
ment of Affairs, has ſince very much contributed to the Peace and 
Welfare of the Nation. But at this time they were only Cyphers, 
out of all Power and Command, and daily run down under the No- 
tion of Tories and Papiſts in Maſquerade. As for thoſe Worthies 
here careſs'd and pd for the Watchmen of 1ſrael, who have 

Gnee cither fled-for their Yillavies, of got under the ZHatches for 

ſeveral: MiſZemeanors, none bur: ſuch Patriots wou'd have left 

them unpuniſh'd, much leſs have thay#d them for their black - 


(9) 
"Exploits; whomade- London then the Nurſeryof the'Fat:on, as for- 
merly it was the.Seminary of the late horrid: Rebellion: where all 
the wicked Meaſures, all the ieza! Yotes'and memannerly 4ddreffes, 
that have bin ſince: made uſe:of within :Daers"or without; : were: 
contriv'd and hammer'd: by Fadt;ous:. Clubs. and :Cabals, feveral 
Months before. the Parliament. fate, and: divers Copies. diſtributed 
ambog the Leazing men; whereof the late Xing had a full account 
given him by a Gentleman that ſeem'd _ to. be of the Gang, but was 
£ honeſt as to let his Majefy know:the.whole Myery: of  [niqui- 
zy.' In fine, fo 7»ſolent they were, and fo -Violent' againſt the: Mo- 
narchy, that it was. impoſſible for -the Kg to: be at eaſe, or the 
Nation at - quiet, | while ſuch vcendiaries without, to back the 
Aſſociators within Doors, had the management of the Capital City, 
which in effec is the Rudder of the whole Xiagdom; And there- 
fore all bis :Majeſtes other endeavours to | get; the better of. the 
Fafion, as his now Proroguing, | then' diſſolving his Parliaments, 
(whereby inſtead of mending they became ſtill more furius at their 
next Meeting) ſignified no more than ZZercules in the Fable now 
and then cutting off one of Hydra's Heads, which: grew double as 
often as cut - But when the Xz, having tryed in vain all 
other Expedients, ſciz'd upon the Charter of London, which they 
had forfeited over and over ; then, and not till then, he gain'd a 
compleat Vidtory, and with that /ing/e blow cut off all the heads 
of the Monſter. © 56 <A 
Now the Aſſociators finding the Fanaticks in London fo active 

 andio zealous in the Cauſe, 'twas no wonder if in returs'the 
made bold a little to ſtretch both the' Law and the Goſpel, to oblige 
ſuch uſeful and neceſſary Tools; eſpecially when they cou'd eaſe their 
Friends, and run down their Ezemies with the fſatne Breath: 
And therefore'tis wiſely T9 ner 


| Reſolved, that it is the Opinion of this Heuſe, that the C ty if Lon- 
don was burnt in the year 1666 by the Papiſts, deſigning thereby to 
introduce Arbitrary Power and Popery into this Kingdom. Votes 10. 
Jan. 1680. | A025. 76 200% BY 1's \ 
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For it was well known; the Fanaticks were ſhrewdly-fuſpeted 

: . oy F4 o . 5 <2. : 
.of this horrid Crime, ſix\of them having confelsd the Defſgr at 
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(9) 
the place of Execution, and nam'd the time within a dy; near upþ> 
on five Months before it happen'd ; as may be feen'in the Gazette 
26. of April 66. Nero's Policy therefore muſt be usd, to turn it 
another way, and the Wicked ſuffer for the Sins of the Godly ; 
tho' not out of any hatred either to the worſt Principles. of Pratti- 
ces, that ever the Padpifts were accus'd of, but meerly to make 
- them a $!4k;ng-Yorſe, the better to come at their own Game: 
The Gentlemen certainly were true Friends indeed, who tb hide 
the Xuavery of their Party, generouſly ventur'd to expoſe their 
- own Felly to the World. What rational conneftion, I pray, can 
we find between the 4urning of London and Fe angry of Pope- 
| ry, or between that and AFitrory Power? As 1 Papiſts made 
Slavery a piece of their Religion, to whoſe Care and Prudence, as 
Freeborn Engliſhmen, we owe all our Fundamental Rights and 
Priviledges, and even the moſt excellent Conſtitution of Farli- 
aments. Yet ſuppoſe, the Papiſts were ſuch Fools, (as certainly 
they muſt be the meereſt 4207s upon Earth, or they are baſely be- 
lyed) as to prefer S/avery to Liberty, and think that horrid Cox- 
flagration ſerviceable to their purpoſe; how came they to miſs of 
the End, at leaſt not topuſh for't, ſince they ſped fo well, even be- 
yond all Expefation, in the Means they proposd 2 Where lay 
their Honey in Bauk, or their Men in readineſs 2 Who oppos'd this 
formidable 4rmy, or how came they to vaniſh without doing 
ſome Execution. 2 But enough of this ridiculous, Nonſenfical Stuff, 
contriv'd by Xnaves, and believ'd by Fools, and moſt unluckily 
Canoniz dat laſt in St. Stephens Chappel, to theeverlaſting Shame of 
the Authors. £2 | | 

As for: their intended kindneſs to the D. of M. which really 
turn'd to his Piſadvantaze, to have ſuch Medzators as wanted Med;- 
ators and Pardons for themſelves, to get him refior'd to his for- 
- mer Places and Imployments, it was grounded upon the fame Foun- 
dation with the former. 'They wheedled the Poor Man, to ſerve: 
their own Ends, from his Duty and all worldly Fappinefs, with 
the Chimerical Hopes of a Crown, which he had neither Right to'En- 
joy, . nor Brains to Support ; and being in Lawbut Filius Populi, 
they made him Do# Populario to his Ruine. For tis alwaies. ob-: 
ferv'd, that the Dev/ owes the Fool a Jpite, when he" makes him a 
Pk Wade oi; 097 ÞY12%G vorls naorale To 
© © Thus our © Aﬀoctarors,” like the OA Pragin'th\the Revelation, 


(10). "Y "" 
having. great Wrath, becauſe they knew they had. but a ſhort 
time, labourd to make the beſt of 5 they cou'd Fo 
their Purpoſe ; and therefore ceasd not to ſpit their Yerom on: 
all ſides to oblige their Friends, and revenge themſelves an: 
their Ezemies: For tho' they expected every moment the pale 
Meſſenger of Death; yet like true Cargilites they continued to-- 
the very laſt minute 4/aſpheming againſt the Government. But. 
the Fata! Hour is come at length, and the Z7oggen Moggen, 
who aQted as if they had the fame Commiſſion with the. Pro- 

het Feremiah, whom God had ſet over Nations, 
4p + 10. and over. Kingdoms, to root-out and to pull down, aud to 
ſpoil and to deſtroy, and to build, and to plant ; nevertheleſs with the 
leaſt- Blaſt of their Princes breath, they preſently gave up, the Gho/,, 
and. moulder'd away into nothing. | 

But the Xing, whom no Jrregularities in Parliament cou'd put - 
out of Love with, ſo good and wholſome .a Conſtitution, and the- 
neceſſities of the Kingdom. then requiring. it, to quiet, if poſiB/e,: 
the Minds of the diſtrafted People, upon the Diſſolution of the for-- 
mer, iſſued out new Summons for calling another : Yet conſider-- 
ing that for ſome years before, the Faction in the £Houſe of Come: 
mons, and their Agents in London, went hand in hand, fupport- 
ing:and- encouraging each other, to the great prejudice: of the: 
Publick, he-refolv'd for once to try their ZZumor at Oxford; where 
notwithſtanding ull the Endeavours of the Pazaticks, while they 
rul'd the Roaſt in that Ancient and Famous Nurſery of Learning, 
during the late Z/arpation, to corrupt the young Collegzans with 
the old Leaven, Religion and Loyalty were till triumphant. 

The Faftion quickly apprehending the Diſadvantages they ſhou'd 
lie under; near ſo. Learned, and-ſo Loyal an Univerſity, where. their 
Shams wou'd. not take, nor their. Praftices bear Water; where 
they ſhou'd want their Cadals ta prepare Schemes, and the un- | 
ruly Rabble to make. a- Noiſe, immediately put. their Heads to- 
- gether to divert this, as to them, moſt Fatal. Reſolution. And 
having drawn-up an -Z#mannerly ſoft of a Petition, not ſo much 
Praying as Threatning. the King with the ill Conſequences of re- 
moving his Parliament from £ondon; which they got ſign'd by 
as many. Lords. as. they. cou'd get of their Gang, to the number 

of Sixteen, they pitch'd.upon the unhappy Earl of Eſſex to pre- 
ſent it to his Majefty; who cheartully undertook the aft 
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that he might ſeem the Rinzleader of the Party, and 
uſherd it in with a moſt Impertinent Harangue which 
they had prepard for him upon that Occafrovy. But the Xing 
was too Wiſe to be imposd upon by ſuch Men z whom he knew 
ſo well, that their Petitzon, in ſtead of working any Change, con- 
firnyd him in his former Purpoſe ; and therefore the Petitioners 
were diſmiſsd without any further Satzisfation. 

This unexpeRted Repwſe put the Fattion to ſome Staxyd; yet 
having no other Remedy, they got the Spzech and Petition 1m- 
mediatly printed, by way of Appeal, as their Cs/fom was, to the 
Multitude ; but in few days after, the chief Heads of bath were 
briefly confuted by an honeſt Gent/eman, whoſe Anſwer, you tell 
me, never came to your hands; and therefore becauſe Loyal and 
Short, and withal ſomewhat Prophetical, as to that unfortunate 
Earl, I wyll here infert for your Peruſal. 


*25. Jan. 163%, 


My Lord. þ 
T Ho the great E/eem I have always had as well for your 
* Lordſhips Parts and Prudence, as your Fathers Loy- 
© alty, inclines me to make a favourable Conſtruction of © your 
- Words and Adtions; yet the late Speech, and Petition pub- 
*liſh'd under your Name, are of ſo ſtrange a nature, and of fo 
ill an aſpe& in-our preſent Circumſtances, that IT cannot but ac- 
* quaint you. with my Thoughts upon that unſeaſonable Subjef ; 
*wherein did I not ſee my. Soveraign ſo nearly concern'd, that 
*many do conſtrue, this was not fo much Petitioning, as Threat- 
© zing his Sacred Majeſty, I wou'd have ſilently paſsd it oyer, and 
* buried my Reſentments in Oblivion. | 
«' I am ſorry, my Lord, you begin with ſo weak an O4/er- 
« vation from Hiſtories and Records, as that many Parliaments 
«have been unfortunate when call'd at Places remote from the 
*Capital City. Did you ever obſerve how unfortunate many have 
* been, when call'd in this Capztal City ; or how many have been 
*anfortunate, when elſewhere conven'd 2 Do not all Writers of 
«the late Rebellion obſerve it a great overſight in our Royal 
* Martyr, . not 'to have call'd his long Parliament to 'Tork, or 
<ome. other. Place, remote from London ; where ſo many Fatti- 
ous Cabals were conſtantly held, and ſo' many Pernicious- Cow- 
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 þ Etrivances daily hammer'd, beſides the- Rabbles tumultuous runs 


"7 and 


© ning to Weſtminſter-7Zall, and the Common Councils petitioning, 
& or rather adviſing his Majeſty, ( Mechanicks: turning Politicians, 
* and leaving their Shops and Trade, to fit at the Helm of Gs 
< veriment) that all wiſe men conclude, thence came the Plagie 
&« of War and Deſolation upon the whole Xingdom? 9 
<p your Obſervation 1s not ſo weak, as your Preſidents are 
& Emphatical and Myſterious. You inſtance three unhappy” ings, 
«2nd without the leaſt grownd in Hiſtory, you teem to ſuppoſe 
< the Places of calling their Parliaments, the Cauſe of their Miſ- 
« carriages. Tam fure, my Lord, you know the contrary is 
&« manifeſt by our moſt Authentick Monuments and Records. To 
< Popular Fears and Fealoufies, tomented by Ambitious and Dif: 
< contented Grandees and pretended Patriots, theſe, as moſt Prin- 
© es in general, ow'd all their troubles and calamities ; as now. 
* we do in 2 great Proportion. y Ws 
 *T9 theſe Henry I. by you mention'd, ow'd the unnatural 
* Broils and Diſtractions of his Kingdom, when they and Lewisthe 
*VII. King of France, to. make the Caſe the more Parallz], in- 
&« cited the $294 to rebell againſt the Father; in which never- 
< theleſs they were thus tar more excuſable than others, that 
& the Sou was no Baſtard, but the undoubted Heir of the Crown, 
x titular King, | | 
f _ = in Tike manner the chief Cauſe of. all the Miſ- 
< chiefs and Miſeryes of Henry the Third's Reign, when uncer 
<« the Colour of redreſſing the Peoples Grievances, they brought 
< upon. the Natiov the greateſt Grievance of all, an Inteftinc 
EE War for many years. together ; And tho | they loud- 
*ly pretended to fight tor” the Liberty of. the gebjeth, 'yet 
< themſelves. were: no better than ſo. many 7 yrants ;'as anci- 
c7 ent. and. modern. Authors have obſerv'd;” Baker p. 86. EAT 
Res As for Henry VI. this: Fate was the Conſequence of us Grand- 
E fathers. V/ſurpation; for De male quayitis vix gaudet tertins Hle- 
_ Eres. . The People at-laſt weary ot. their Chauge, begats tg open 
© their Fyes,! and:think tri better to ſubmit to they ZLawful Prince, 
© than to. a violent. Tſurper. Nevertheleſs this-Revolution cou'd 
< rok have; been effected but-[with'a great. deal :of difficulty, 
*had nat: 2: gap been opend.by:rthe cbmhition. of. wi; kerb States- 
<9: Who toi haverthe: fole  Aaragemait "of Affairs tothem- 
< ſelves,.contriv'd:the: death of the! Xr7ngs: T/ncie; and only: Say- 


© part, the Goed Dute of. Glouceſter ; as now ſome conſpire” a- 
*gainft : F775 » Reyat 4Zoghmeſs, the better to enable (themſelves 
*ro diſpoſe of the 'Xinz as they pleaſe. , an” 
« Theſe are the chief Heads of your unſeaſfonable Speech, 
* but your Per7t29n' runs' alittle further. .'Tn the firſt place you 
© 2ggravate the Dazgers of Popery, of-which 'all true Proteſtants. 
* are fufficiently A4pprebenfrve ; yet withal, my Lord, we are too 
< ſenſible the Papi/ts are not our 'only Enemies. We have whole 
* Swarms of wgovernable Seftaries, and Republicans in great 
* numbers, that ſeem to hate the Name, but in themſelves love 
*the Prattice' of Arbitrary Power ; that pretend to ſtand for 
*the Church of Enzl/aud, but really advance Preſbytery ; Infine, 


* that wou'd fain- perfwade us they are great Lovers of the Xing, 


* tho' by their Adfions we may eaſily ſee, they care but little- 
* for his Government. ROS 

*Yon are troubFd it feems, that the: next Parliament is to 
© meet at Oxfcrd, where (you fay) neither Lords nor Commons 
* can be in ſafety, but will be daily expos'd to the Swords of the 
* Papiſts, and their Adherents ; of whom too many have crept in-- 
* ro his Majeſties Guards. Do you know, my Lord, of any ſuch 
* Papifts now in the. Guards 2 If you do, 'tis your Duty to your” 
* Xing and Country.to have them ſecur'd : It not, 'tis a ground-- 
* leſs Surmiſe, and” a very trivolous Pretence, unfit to be menti- 
< on'd by Perſons of Zozour. Certain it is, we have more rea-- 
*ſon to believe fuch unſeaſonable Petitioners are addifted to: 
* Preſbytery, than his Majeſties Guards inclin'd to Pepery, -. For 
*the hater do openly proteſt againſt the Papiffs, have. often ta- 
*ken' Te/ts and Oaths: again{t that' Religion; but the former are | 
« zealous Solicitors for the PFauaticks, and endeavour: to-;unite - 
*them to the Church of England, not by their coming. Fo: us, . 
< but - ours to them, we'loſeing' our own: Ground, and' they {tilk* | 
«keeping theirs. ' But to: wave: this, if. his Majeſfy. thinks himſelf. 
<fafe at Oxford; and'donbts \not.to'commit his: Sacred Perſon - 
*to his Gaards;' what !Reaſon: hive-you -to:apprehend any Dar- 
* ge/2 Sure, tis his Majeſttes ma cas yours, the+ Paprfts have 
< hitherto deſign'd: How-then can/you' be ſo Apprehenfave, while 
The 1G/eht4 £5 135.505.9000 HEE W907 erin ye log 
: Ag! forithe XVwes' Evidence Þ-doubb noti but: they willehear-- 
 *Flly- endure. a little: Yueopvenituce; p03-make! an end! of: this: 
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| ©-Execrable Plot. *Tis an advantage moſt -of them have, -that 
{ . © they have bin brought up and ust to wart and hardſhip ; which 
| © now, I amconfident, they will not decline, to conſummate 
* the great Work 4 have ſo well begun. 

; © My Lord, Iwiſh as heartily asany man in Erz/and, the fre- 
| ©.quent Meetings of Parliaments, and the good Correſpondence of 
* Prince and ' People. IT am: perhaps as much concern'd-as ano- 
* ther, to have the -Liberty of the Subjef preſerv'd inviolable. 
| © Yet when feethoſe, that ſhou'd be the Preſervers of this Liber- 
| ©#y, firſtinvade it, and endeavour to Monopolize Arbitrary Power 
| © to themſelves, F think ſe/f-preſervation allows me to oppoſe 
* them, 'Tis a true ſaying, Corruptio optimi peſſima, and expert 
* ence tells us, that Parl/zaments may err as well as Kings. 

-«< I will Conclude with a ſhort Refle4ion on ſome Tranſattions 
© preceding the Jong Parliament in the late King's Reign; where 'tis 
* obſervable,that his Majeſty finding his Parliaments of Retrograde, 
* and bent rather to foment than compoſe the Differences of the 
* Kingdom, in September 40. Heſummon'd the Great Council of his 
< Peers,to conſult about the weighty A4fairs of the Nation: But this 
© (faith a late Z7;/torian )was not very well lik'd of by thoſe whofavour'd 
E rhe Scots, whoſe chief Deſign aim'd at the calling +4 Parliament, which 
| © they fear dthe meeting of the Peers might prevent. Wherefore the 

« Farls of Bedford, Herttord, Eſſex, Warwick, Viouldgrave, Bul- 
| ' <lingbrook axd Briſtol, and the Lords Say, Brook, Paget, Mande- 
E vile, and the Lord Edward Howard, preſented a P etition to the 


* King, repreſenting many = Diſtempers and Dangers, threatning 


<* the Church and State, and his Royal Perſon ; as Sundry Innovations 
©* in Matters of Religion ; increaſe of Popery, by employing Papiſts in 
< places of Truft ; the great Miſchief that might enſue, if the Forces 
© raisd in Treland fhoud be brought into England, &cc, ForRemedy 
| < whereof they pray,that aParliament might beSummoned toredreſs theſe 
| © Grievances,and puniſh the Authors ; and likewiſe to compoſe the War 
< ith Scotland without Blood, and unite both Kingdoms againſt the 
&* Common Enemy of the Reformed Religion, And this was ſeconded by 
< another Petition to the fame Effect, from their Common Hackney, 
&« the. Common Council of London. See Baker p. 470. 

© Theſe, my Lord, were as fair pretences, and as plauſible Jy- 
«© {cements to have'a Parliament then calld, as any you can offer 
* avpreſent-for the Meeting of the next-in_Loydon ; and yet the 


| iS | : | 
*7rYorld- knows what pernicious Defigns were. then a hatching 
= zp4inſt the Xing and Government by thoſe ' very Perſons ' who 
* promoted that Petition: and happy had his Majeſty and the 
* whole Nation bin, had he rejected their Importunity. To eve 
= ;hing there is a Seaſon, faith the Wiſe Man ; and without doubt 
« thereis a Seaſon for Petitioning. "Tis certainly our Duty, with 
«all Zumilityto beg of our Soveraign what we think neceſſary 
< for the Publick ;. but to preſs him toit, when he declares againft 
© it, for good Reaſons as we ought in good manners to ſuppoſe, isa 
* very great Preſumption, not to beendur'd ina Subjeft. If the Laws 
© have ſettled in the Xivg the abſolute Power of Calling, Adjourning, 
« Proroguing and Diſſobving.his Parliaments, when and where. he 
&* pleaſes, ſhall we be Wiſer. than' the * Laws; * Neminem oper- 
* and Limit onr Princes Will, or queſtion his Preroga-- !*! Sapientioremy|- 
ce Ahn 2 ſe Legibus. Cook. 

* In Fine, when Diſcontented Statesmen are found the Promo- 
* zers of ſuch Petitions, 'tis Natural to ſuſpe& they do it for ſome 
< Siniſter De/igz ; T imeo Danaos & dona ferentes, If the great Poli- 
* tician Achitophel hang'd himſelf through diſcontent, becaufe his 
* Counſel was not follow'd, we cannot in Prudence. but think others 
* will leave no Sfoveunturn'd to gratify their Paſioy. There are 
* forme Weathercocks in the World, who had a hand inall the Reve> - 
* lations of their time, modo harum, modo illarum partium, but 
* never Faithful toany ; if Your pats, 7 be fo far overſeen; as 
© to joyn with Thoſe, they will cetainly leave you in the Lurch, 
% when 'tis too Late to Repent. Therefore in time conſider the 
© Wiſe Man's Advice: My Sn, fear thou the Lord and the King, 
& and Meddle not with them that are given to. Change ; for their Ca-- 
* lamity ſhall riſe ſuddenly, and who knoweth. the ruine of them both. 
* Prov..24. 21. 
28 Fan. 168+. T am Tours &C. 


Now if. we compare the laſt Paragraph of this Letter with the 
Fatal. End of that. unhappy Earl, we hall find the Predidion veri- 
fied to a Hair, andthe Gent/eman's Conjeftures turn'd in a manner 
into- a Prophecy.. The Poor Man found at laſt to his Sorrow, he was 
left in the Lurch-by Crooked Achitophel, when it was indeed. oo 
late to Repent ; and therefore out of Remorſe of Conſcience, and deep 
Deſpair , for the baſeneſs of his Crimes againſt his Soverazigy, rendred 


as a: 
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yet more odiour with the Hacke/t of Ingratitades; inotifpiting the 
Deathof his\Prince that heap'd fo many favours upon him;andin a 


great meaſure raisd him from Nozhing ; - notwithſtanding all his 
Pretended Zeal for Religion,he was yet lo Irrelipious and Witked, as 
to lay violent hands upon himſelf 
Butenoughr of thisungratefulSubje; and now'Tet' us' obſerve 
a little the Motions of that 4bortive Parliament 4t©Oxford, whither 
the Leading Members are conducted, as' it 'were in '7riumph, "by 
.Formidable Bodies of the Fattzon, to ſtrike Terror into all their 
Oppoſers. The many Foils and diſappointments they receiv'd in 
x 6 Preceding Parliaments, were fo far from bringthg them to 
any Calmneſs. or Moderation, that ' now they are refolv'd with 
greater Heat and Violence thanever, to purſue their former Deſigns. 
In the Weſtminſter Parliament, tho' they .made bold to inſert in 
one of their Bills a Clauſe for repealing the Statutes * de Scandalis 
* ro ene Magnatum, thereby to | bring the Lords upon an 
165 © even Level with themſelves; and to Vote ſeveral 
Peers, without any Tryalor Conviction, *- Enemies 
to the King and Kingdom, for adviſing his Majeſty 
againſt the Bil of Exclujron : Yet they were fo modeſt, as not to 
declare againſt the whole Zoufe, notwithſtanding that his Ma- 
jeſty had told them in his Meſſage fome daies before, 
* Fe was confirm'd in his Opinion againſt the Bill of Ex- 
clufron by the Fudgment of the Houſe of Lords, who rejetted it. But 
here we find them of a Braver Spirit, fit to bind Kings in Chains, 


. and Nobles in Fetters of Iron : And therefore when the Lords, ac- 
- cording to the known Laws of the Lnxd, rejeted their contri- 


vance of impeaching Fitzharris, and referr'd him to be Tryed at 
Common Law, they like bold Brittons, charg'd the whole Houſe of 
Peers with the higheſt YV7o/ation of Fuſtice imaginable: And 


Reſolved, That it is the undoubted Right of the Commons in Parli- 
ament aſſembled, to impeach before the"Lords any Peer or Commoner 
for Treaſon, or\any-other Crime or Miſdteatony: © And that the refuſal 
of the Lords to proceed" in-' Parliament np> fuch Impeachment; is 'a 
denial of Faſtice, and a violation of the Conſtitution of” Parliaments, 
Yotes 26 March 1681,” . 0 0%) 44 AIWA. 21 1 
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- But F-yiſh'the GenMlemgs had bin folfult to themfthes; ds"t6 
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have told us, What Grounds they proceeded 'upon in thisparti- 
cular, itt Caſe they had any, ' beſides their amatconntable Nemine 
 Contradicente. Tam fare, if we underſtand -the great Charter of 
our Liberties, and the Fundamental Birthright of every Commoner, 
to be Tryed by Furies in all Capital Crimes, where the Criminal is 
allow'd to make divers Peremprory Challenges, and as many more 
as hecan ſhew Cavfe, 'tis moſt undonbted, nothing cou'd have 
been more 7legal t the Impeachment of Fitzharris, nothing 
more #nwarrantable than this very Reſtve. Befides *tis well known, 
that in the 47h Year of Fd. 3. after the Lords had been prevail'd 
upon fo give Tudgment on Sir Simon de wy ny and ſeveral other 
Commoners, for the Murder of E4. 2. and his Brother the Earl of 
Kent, there isan expreſs Proviſo ſtill extant upon Record, that the 
Lords ſhou'd not for the future be oblig'd to judge any but their 
Peers. | | 


. Anditis afſented and accorded by our Lord the Xing, and all the 
Grandees in full Parliament ; that albeit the Peers, as Judges of the 
Parliament, hrve taken upon them, and rendred fudgment, &c. That 
yet the faid Pr-ers, who nw are, or (hall be in time to come, be not 
bound or charged 's render fFudgments upon others than their Peers, 
Nor that the Peers of the Laud have POWER to do this, but theres 
of ever to be diſcharged and acquitted : And that the aforeſaid Fudg= 
ment rendred be not drawn to Example or Conſequence in time to 
come,whereby the ſaid Peers ſhall do contrary to theLaws of the Land, 
if the like caſe happen, which God forbid. 4 Ed. 3.N. 6. And purſu- 
ant to this Proviſo, when Sir William Cogan was accus'd in Parlia- 
ment 4y_ Sir Richard Clevedon, 5 R. 2. N. 43 and 44. the Lords 
having heard the Cauſe, remitted both Parties to the Common-Lav.. 


Where; then is the undoubred Right of the Commons to impeach, 
or What. Law or Statute' can” warrant their impoſing upon the 
Lords to judge whom 'they* pleaſe, contrary to ſuch - expreſs 
Ads 'of Parlameyt? Or What cou'd be ther Reaſox te be fo 
much -concern'd for Fitzharris, a profeſs d Papiſt, but to delay 
his Trial, when after /mpeachment: he 'cou'd not be brought to 
Juſtice but /at-" their -Sait,, that Þy aſſuring" him His Tife, they 
might force him to*pretenq ſome new. Diſcoveries, to breed mort 
Confuſion > They kneiv very' welf tlie Man had nothing\to dil 


_. cover but his own YiZnous Trventions, which he purpoſely con- 
triv'd to 'fave his Neck from the GaZnvs, charging himſelf with 
new Crimes, to avoid the puniſhment of the old. And Sir R. 
C. one of his Godfathers -in Newgate made it plain enough, 
= POT when he told the Eouſe at Oxford, Fitzharris ask'd 

oe Þ* him, whether he had not ſaid enough to ſave bis Life» 
But ſtill it was the fame thing to them, Plots true or falſe wou'd 

ally ferve their turn; or rather falſe ones wou'd be more 
T/eful, becauſe they cou'd turn them which way they pleas'd - 
And therefore to the very laſt they usd all their Arts and E- 
deavours to bring him off, Rizht or Wrong, and. to frighten the 
. . Judges from their Duty, they paſsd the following Vote; 


Reſolved, that for any Inferiour Court to proceed againſt Edward 
Fitzharris, or any other Perſon lying under an Impeachment in Par- 
lament, for the ſame crimes for which he or they ſtand Impeach- 
ed, is an high breach of the priviledge of Parliament, Votes 26. 


March 81. 


Sure theſe Gentlemen dreamt they were gone back to 4r. 
and made perpetual Didtators, that they offerd at this Rate to. 
impoſe their wild Ordnances upon the Nation, in oppoſition to 
the fundamental Laws of the Land. "Fis pity his Majeſty did not 
ſuffer them to. ſit a little longer, that we might have more of 
ſuch edifying Reſolutions. And I wonder how cou'd. Prince or 
People be weary of ſo obl:zing a Houſes of Commons, who la- 
bour'd with a great deal of Pains and 1ydyſtry, to imitate Chriſt's 
faying in the Revelation, Behold I make all thivgs ew, Rev.21.5. 
New Laws, new Religjons, and many new frames of; Government, 
might we be aſlur'd of by this time, had not the Almighty ſeen 
their Predeceſſors, the Rebellious Long-Parliament, had given us 
too much of thoſe Bleſſings. If Calizula fack'd blood when a 
"Child, what cou'd People hope from him when' a Man? And if 
the Fattion at Oxford arriv'd in ſix days time to that height of 
Tuſolence, as the Commons in 41. did not come near in ſix months, 
what a happy Reformation might we expect, thad they alſo been 
made perpetual. But they liv'd too faſt to live long, and not- 
withſlao ting this extravagant Yote, with 'the terrible Bughear in 
the Belly on't, the priviledge. of. Parliament, which had —_ 
I =; - ; | y 


S Kknew- what Helliſh Machinations they had on foot- again(t- his 
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ly funk both Zaw and Goſpel, Fitzharris , was brought.to Fu-. 
flice,. and diſcover'd at rhe place of Execution both -his Own and 
his Patrons villany, =_ RE 
"Tis obſervable-that in K. James 1. his time the 5 loody Tray- 
tors concern'd in the Gun-powder Treaſon, were all tryed and con». 
victed by the courſe of the Common Law ; and tho' the Parliamezt, 
was then fitting, and the Defige level'd as much againſt them, as a- 
gainſt the fig and Royal Family, yet not one of them did the Com- 
mens offer to impeach; neither is it to be imagin'd, ' that fo 
wiſe a Prince, and ſo great a Maſter ofafings-crafft, wou'd have 
ſuffer d them to meddle with any of his Priſoners, ſince he did 
not allow them to take the leaſt cogyizance of the whole mat- 
ter, where the [rferiour Courts had power to proceed. No wot- 
ing of Plots was then in faſhion, no examining of Witneſſes by 
Secret Committees of the Houſe of Commons, no ſuing of Pardons 
or Rewards for mercenary needy Iuformers, as we have had of 
late days, to carry on the moſt uncouth 1ill-ſhap'd Moyſter, that 
ever appeard in Natzre. All was calmly examin'd, and judi- 
cially determin'd in the ordinary Coxrts of Juſtice without any 
further Appeal. | 
And many are of Opinion, it wou'd have been very much for 
the Honour and Wellfare of the Nation, had the late -X, ing ta- 
ken the like method in the frofeeative of Oates his Popiſh Plbe, 
which wou'd have prevented the di/traftiovs of his People, and 
wholly defeated' the de/igns of his Exemies; who no ſooner 
got the mavagement- of that ridiculous Stuff into their hands, but 
they improv it every day more and more to his Maje/ties 
diſadvantage," ſtill grafting mew Plots on the old Steck, to keep 
the People in a" continual ferment, till the grand Plot appear'd at 
laſt, which had not. Providence. miraculuoſly - prevented, wou'd 
have certainly prov'd the Raine both of King and Kingdom. And 
who, I pray, were the Ring/eaders of this horrid Conſpiracy, but 
the great Didators of the Faition, and the noiſy Afertors of our 
Religion and Liberty in thoſe two Parliaments? where, as we are 
ſince convinc'd, our true Proteſtant Patriots made all this buſtle 
about rhe Popiſh Plot for no other end, but that they might un- 
der the 2/mbraze of that, carry. on their own undiſcover d. Well 
might they cry his Majeſties Life was ſtill in Danger, who beſt 


__ 
' - "KiPotes 2. 


| ( 20 ) 
-. Satfed: Perſon, Which yet they labourd with @ great deal of 


whom they had. already voted * i». caſe the Kin 
15 5 {IRE ſhon'd come by any violent Death, they wou'd reven ky 
5+ 20 the wimeſt, tho' none more likely to att it than ſame of 
themſcives, as foon afterwards appear'd. For, when they . per- 
ceived that neither their iJega/ Yotes, 'nor inſolent Aderees, 
nor all' their other Ar/s and Comzrivances coudg prevail -with 
the Xing to lay his Crown at their feet ; and found moreover, 
t the main hody of, the FaXion, their Friends in London, 
whoſe Purſes and CoHſciences they always had at their Devo- 
#ion, were upon declining, and like to looſe the Charter they 
had fo vigorouſly made uſe of againſt the Gizer : then they 
thought it high time to beſtir themſelves, and try ſince no- 
thing = was like to ſucceed, what cou'd Sword and Blun- 
derbuſs | 
Thos was the Plot indeed, and the well-contriv'd De/izn, where 
no Art Was wanting to ſecure the ſucceſs, no Power but. Pro- 
widence able to defeat it. The Common People were already 
mannag'd to ſome purpoſe, the X»aves prepard for executing 
any Villany, and the well-meaning Fools kept till gaping at- 
ter the. ridiculous. Coutrivances of the Papiſts, which if compar'd 
to this, will ſeem but a.meer Phantome or Shadow::. For their 
forty Thouſand Black Bills, their Screw'd Guns and Silver Bul- 
dets, their Spaniſh Pilzrims and Iriſh Auxitiaries, theis White- 
Horſe Conſult and D' Olrva's Commiſſions, and in fine, the whole 
frame of that Bears Cub, is no more than a Childifh piece of 
Pageantry, in compariſon .of the late Conſpirators methodical 
Attacques upon the Government; as their [editions Petitions and 
Yaftions Addreſſes, their riotous Elettions and perjur d Iznoramus's 
their Anti-Monarchical* Bill 'of Excluſion and treafonable Projett 
of Afſciation, and 'to 'crown the Work, their Counci/. of Six 
and Rye-houſe undertaking. CEE 6 
The Train is fo Obvious and Yiftble in the Later, and the 
Chain ſo ealie to be tracd /izk by link, while there is but 
little or no Coherence :in the Former, that the moſt any man 
in is right Ws can do, is to believe any part of the one, 
or disbelieve the leaſt tittle of the orher. Hor 


Bur whiyrdlou'd Ideck 4uors in Bulruſber, or dwell any long: 
| : G : 0s "£ | er 


'\ ».,' Art and Cunning to throw upon the Papi/ts, an « 


j, wnchy:anto: a. Comnoricalth, have .accaliond. ſuch 4i/ra6 LOWS. 
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er-on: 2; thing. 6 plain? the whole. Mypry. of .duiguity: 1s fuÞ 
ficiently. reveal'd, and not only ſworn-to by many. of the {= 
wing, but ownd and. confes'd by the dying Conſpirators;* Where- 
as we have little or nothing to ſupport the Credit of 'the ozhex, 
but, the: bare vaths:; of a pagk of Jay/rbird's and the: molt noto- 
rious of YVillaius, who: for - their Bread, and': Lterty..were.ready 
to: ſwear any: thing; while they had a, head-ſtrong Faction to 
back them, and pawmaupor the People their Romazntick Dreams: 
for new Revelations. : r | 7 
Now, if at laſt we ſum up. our  Arcownts,; and, compute our: 
Loſs and Gain upen.the : whole 'matter, as every - prudent: Max: 
will: do even...in his-private Concerns, what 1s. the Na#zon . the 
better for' this way --of proceeding 2 - The Monarchy was there- 
by not only brought low, but upon the very brink of Des 
ſtrution ; the eftabliſh'd Religion detam'd, and the Orthodox Clergy: 
made :a Grievance; divers of his ' Majeſties good Subjects: daily 
harraſsd, -and toſs'd. from Poſt to Palar; our Credit and Repu-- 
tation loſt abroad; .and our Zrade. and 'Commerce in a manner 
ruin'd: And all this while not | one to. be:nam'd, that was a 
Gainer by the matter, but ſcaudalans Libefers, factions Newsmong- 
ers, and perjur'd Tuformers. oboe ods an! on tout Lin 
' Tims 15 ;not all, our Parliaments, which. in former Ages were 
_ deſervedly lookid uponras the great Phyftians of the Bedy Pelitich; 
(becauſe of late years the Leading Members inthe Zoyfe of Cone- 
mons;provid ſuch Quacts and Mowntebanks, as ſeemid to haveionly 
the Ars of 8 zilingbut not of Curiug any.) fuffer'd fo much in. their” 
Credit, eſpecially with-fuch.as are aPt tO throw. the Faults:of the 
Profeſſors uport the Prafefhan, and" the; Miſcarriages of lame Mem- 
bers upon the whole Con/titution,that many are of Opinion will be _ 
no-ſmall-4yiculty for the next to Retrieve their Reputation It grieves. 
me to:findwhat ſome _ngen:ous Gentlemen have: abfgevid; . that. of. 
the aig, which 'have been ſutmon'd! theſe. 60 years, paſt, . we 
have had but One that we-con'd truly all a Ty, or good: Parſige- 
meat;  Thereſt, through the auhappy Choice ..of ill Members. who 
ainid more at their own Aus od De than: the Publick good, 
ſome\endeavouring by Caballing and. Bawling againſt the Govern-- 
meat, \to get themſelyes bought off with SR and Japloye- 
mezits, :others labouring /t& promote. Fanatici/m: and; turn. the, Mor 
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ſuch wild Notions and' Chimera's among'the People, that many 
an honeſt man thinks 'he has  Reaſo» to wiſh, as the /eaſt of the 
two Evils, rather tohaveno Parliaments, than to be plagued with 
the like for the future. | | = 
But the Diffemper, I hope, is now pretty well over, and the 
Nation having had ſufficient Experiexce of the Fatal conſequences 
of Faftion and Sedition, will (I doubt not) take ſuch Ahabes at 
this time; as will make the. next a healing, reſtoring Parliament ; 
ſuch as will not increaſe, but rather redreſs our Grievances, bring 
all the Enemies of the Government to Condign Puniſhmz2nt, procure 
andfix a good 'underſtanding between Prince and People, os 
thereby (the only Means todo it) Retrieve the: Reputation their Pr 
decefſors have ſo unluckily loſt, to the great Prejudice of the 
Publick. 

This is the ſure-and ſhort way to our preſent Settlementand future. 
Happineſs, fo earneſtly wiſh'd for by all Loyal Subjefs, and no 
lefs dreaded by the Diſturbers of our Iſraels Peace; who have 
thereforenow all their Ergines at work,to render this as fruitleſs as 
they have former Parliaments. The Fanaticks and the Republicans,of 
late turn'd 7rimm-rs, as the more Miſchievous ſort of Animals, 
and fuch as fancy themſelves diſoblig'd, or whoſe Crimes have 
render'd. then! ob»9xious to the Government, who think they can 
have 'no Safety, at leaſt no poſſibility of compaſling” their Ends, 
but by our diſorder and Om_ now keep conſtant Clubs and 
Cabals, in all the Corners of the Town, to contrive ſuch Schemes 
and Meaſures, as they'think moſt proper to fruſtrate all honeſt 
Mens Expedtations, by rendring the next Seſſions ineffeftual. . * 

It has been always their” Poljey to begin with Religion, as the 

moſt popular Topick they can make uſe of, to engage the unthinking 
Multitude inthe Cauſe, according to Machiavel's Rule, Quoties vis 
falere plebem, finge Deum : Tho''tis well known, the old*Zea- 
then Philoſophers were far better Chriſtians than ſuch xoiſy Reformers 
as we have had of late days, who were every Moon'for .choppi 
and changinz, paring and clipping Religion, 'till they wou'd have lett 
us none at all. It was Bros his Drofery, Quid rerum nunc: geri- 


tur in Anglia? Conſulitur de Religione. And it has been our Misfor- 
tune ever ſince to have been' perplex'd with the fame: Endleſs. Con- 
fultations; till at length Chriſtianity ir ſelfwas Spirited: away. from @_ 
minongus by ani /enis Fatuns of an Imaginary Religzon; and nothing |}. 


= 6 ina manner left to the E/abli/t'd Church, that we cou'd call Primi- 


thoe, but Poverty and Perſecution. And all this while, which was 
bur fatal Error, we .never conſider'd before-hand the Lives and 
moral Aftions of thoſe Refiners of the Reformation, that we might 
. thereby Know what ſpirit they were of : But, as if God wanted the 
Devils affiſtance to: defend his Church, the looſeſt Debauchees, and 
the greateſt Z7ypocrites, no ſooner pretended to ſtand up for Re- 
ligion and Liberty, but they were immediately Canoniz'd by the 
gaping Crowd into tutelar Saints and true Proteſtant. Patriots. Thus 
poor Perkin Warbeck, and his-good natur'd Cornudo, to omit many 
hundreds more of the fame Stamp, were cryed up for the mainPil- 
lars. of the Proteſtant Religzon, that ſtood in the Gap againſt the Ze- 
undations of- Popery ; tho' at the ſame time little better chan Arheiſts, 
and when their 'Vizards were pull'd oft, and they cou'd ſtay no 
longer here, then each of them thought fit, for their Spiritual Re- 
creation, to lead about a Holy Siſter in their Travels, to propagate 
their Goſpel in. Foreign Countries. | 

But Expedients, fay they, we muſt needs have to ſecure the 
Proteſtant Religion, otherwiſe the Nation will be at length pre- 
vail'd upon to return from whence they came, and once more 
to obſerve the Soldiers poſture, As you were. TI with in the 
mean time we had an efettual Expedient to Cure fome Peoples 
brains of Maggots and' Chimera's, who ſeem to. tremble with fear, 
where there is no poſſibility of Darger. . Our Religion, 1 am ſure, 
is already as. well ſecur'd, and as firmly eſtabliſh'd by the Care 
and Yigilaxce of our Anceſtors, as the Law is able to- make it, or 
human wit can deviſe; there being ſo many ſevere S:a- Hoe 
utes in; force againſt all its Oppoſers, | even to the © 23 2/7: 7- 
making it * Trea/0x to pervert or be. perverted, that no NE iS. 
Power 'on Earth, but our own folly, can alter or deſtroy 22, 23- 
it.* Beſides, to remove all 04jedons, and fatisfie, if 
poſſible, the moſt ſcrupulous amongit us, Z7is Majeſty that now is, 
whoſe Word has ever been as Sacred, and as punitually ob)ervd, 
as the mott Solemn Laws by any of his . Anceſtors, Was graci» 
ouſly pleasd, upon the late Xings Deceaſe, to declare. himlelf in 
Council, and give us this further aſſurance : 7 ſhall mate it my en- 
deavour to preſerve this Government both in Church and State, as it 
i#\now by Law eſtabliſhed. 1 know,the Principles of the Ghurch «f 
England are for Monarchy, and the Members of it haue ſhew'd them- © 
The £ ge 7” 


ſelves Good and Loyal Subjefts, therefore T ſhall always take care jo 
EET dar. 
>" Now if all theſe be thought 1/uficient, what new Expedient 
can be” found ab/e to ſecure: us? If People be fo baſe as to ima- 
Sine, His Majeſty will regard neither the Efabli/Þ'd Laws, nor 
His Royal Word, nor yet His undoubted Intereſt, to: what pur- 
poſe- ſhow d People dream any.more of Expedzents, fince: the Laws 
fornierly rhade dre as full and as binding, as dny can be fran'd 
4'new. Unlſefs'they will offer (and that to be ſure is their ajme) 
to clip: the Prerogative, which 1s ory pard fo very near the 
gaick, that nothing more can; be parted with, without apparent 
danger to the Monarchy. ' And therefore no. honeft, man, or which 
4s'the ſame, no true lover of the Government, will approve | of, 
much feſfs promote any thing, that may tend to a. further dm 
zutzon of it ; none but fuch as wou'd fain daſh both Chyrch and 
Sr ate, one againſt the other, 'will offer to weakex the Crown, on 
pretence to - cv the Miter ; whereas indeed nothing can ſecure 
the oze, but the ſtrength and power of the' other, which have been 
always obferv'd, like Z7yppocrates his Twins,to Laugh and Weep, Live 
and Dye together. 4h == TT EIU 
- But 'tis plain, Religion is not the Matter in Queſtion, nor Conr 
ſeience' the Motrve of all theſe Frights and prevention. Warld-. 
ly Tatereft is the Spring that moves all the Wheels, and provide 
thefe Men of Zeal ahd Devotion, cou'd but ſecure in their qwa 
Hands all the Offces and 'Employments in the Kingd:m, .T am mo- 
rally certain, they wou'd not much. care what M:de af Religion 
ſhou'd be in Faſbiov.” 'For' thy part, tho" T have as much, reaſox 
perhaps as another to'wiſh, that, none ſhou'd be.employ'd. in any 
conſiderable” Station amongſt us, but the obedient Sons of the Church 
of England, and that I fee no manner of grawnds to fear, while 
the Laws which the Xing has been graczouſly-pkeas'd. if romile, 
ſhou'd be the Rate of his Goverument, are fo {trift, and fevers ar 
gainft allD;ſemrers,there ſhall be any other advanc'din this Kingdom; 
Whatſocver His Majzfty may think fit to do, which is, no buſineſs 
of ours, in His other Dominions, eſpecially in 7reland,, where it is 
- not only /awfull, but perhaps very neceſſary ro-rploy ſome Perſons 
ofknown Integrity,to ballance the Crome/lians,and the angoverngble 
Fanatichs thers,, Who am told). have rais'd themſelves. from: go- 
thing to very contidetable' EZates by Fighting for 0/zver, and 
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therefore cannot eaſily forget the Principles nor the , Praftice, 
' which of Weavers, Coblers, and other pitiful Mechavicks, made 
\ them Efquires, Knights, and Peers of that Realm. Tho I fay, 
there is no Moral Poſſibility -of any others being prefer d' here, 
but ſuch as will, at leaſt ſeemingly conform according to Law; 
yet to give you my own thoughts upon that Point, T muſt 
tell you, that as I have been always of Opinizn, that Honeſty 
is not only the beſt Policy, but the beſt Religion, it being con- 
feſsd by all, that the Frneſt Man only gres to Heaven; and as 
it cannot enter into my Head, how it is poſſible ſor any to 
be really ſolicitous about Religion, that praQtifes nothing of it 
'in his Life or Comverſation : So 1 coud never yet be induc'd 
to believe, it was the Tatereſt either of Church or State to make 
'an outward Profeſſion of the eſtabliſh'd Religion a neceſſary ſtep 
to Preferment. That indeed with the Prafice and other Er- 
dowments muſt be always exacted in Spiritual Promotions ; but 
Merit only and good Services to the Crown ſhou'd, in my Opi- 
nion, be thought enough to recommend Candidates to Civil 
or Military Imployments, And as it is Demonſtrable, the Mo- 
narchy has been very much weakn'd, by making that the Stan- 
dard of «the Princes favour, which neither Xing nor Kingdom 
were a Straw the better for; ſo 'tis = the Church (ofer's 
extremly by the acceſſion 'of thouſands of Atheiſts and profane 
Libertines, who pretended to be of her Communion for no other 
Reaſon, but to qualify themſelves for Offices and Preferments ; 
by which means, befides the Opportunity given to ſuch 21 men 
to execute any Yillany upon an occaſion, to the great hazard 
of the State, many a well-meaning Chriſtian was very much ſcan- 
daliz'd, and a Gap opend to her Enemjes to throw all the dirt 
they cou'd upon the moſt primitive Reform'd Church in the World. 
'Tis certainly an odd fort of Policy, to exclude one that fig- 
naliz'd his Ability and his Loyalty to the Crown, for ſome Te 
ferences in Religzous Opinions, own'd even by ourſelves unneceſſa- 
ry to Salvation ; and prefer another that never gave any one 
Inſtance of either, becauſe he makes no Conſczence of takirg, 
nor will perhaps of breaking, any Teſt or Oath that is tender'd 
him. | | 
We ſee the Politick French Monarch, tho' Himſelf and the. Ge- 
werality of his People are wes OEN do nevertheleſs prefer 


5 
"0 Ae. "We 


o 


(*26 T-. 


no Ws 74S regs 4 arts 4257 TIO TORNAr NICShHTv 

*-fuch of his Proteſtant Subjeits as he finds deſerving, to... places: 
"of Truft and” Profit, ſends them, Envoys. and - Ambaſſadors to, his 
| meighbourin Princes, ' makes them. Q aptains and \ Colayels ln his 
' Army, and' raiſes them by degrees according :to their Honeſty 
and Capacity, as appears by Monſieur Schomberg, whom tho: a 
zealous Proteſtant, he made Margſchal of France, and. conſequent-. 
ly General 'in his turn, one of the highe/# Stations and of the 
greateſt Truſt .in his whole Xingdom. Neither can the French 
Papiſts be offended at the Advancement of any ſuch, ,when 
they conſider 'tis but Fquiry and the wundoubted Right. of 
the Subj-& ; becauſe that part of political Juſtice, which 1s cal- 
I'd Diftributive, always makes it a due Debt upon the Prince 
to reward his Subjefs according to. their Deſerts, .as the Yju- 
dicative part does oblige him on the other fide to .puniſh Of- 
fenders according to their Demerits ; with this only Difference, 
that he can with much better Coxſczence forgive , the one, than 
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" to loveVertue for it ſelf; and* therefore the Poet, was yery; much, 1 
in the Right, when hefid, Qais thim Virtutem Pty ea em, 
Premia fr tolbas > [ = LLOrNEE! ev: ary nv TID +4 + CN 

-Ay,:fayes on&;"but' if that were' once allow'd, the Proteſtant... 

Religion wou'd Toon” deciy; #nd"People turn Papiſts, in. great 
Numbers: A good tiddance of 'them, fay I; for 'tis plain no- 
thing cou'd be more the Tntere/t of the Eabli/ſh'd Church, than to 
be quit/ of all her Counterfeit Members, who follow Chriſt for 
the » Loaves ; becauſe of all Enemies the pretended Friend js the 
moſt dangerous. Since therefore * no True or Real, 

| - : "ages * Nemo #ſtiret bonos 

Proteftant, none but Libertines and diſſembling Con-  ; q, te Eta dece- 
formiſt's wou'd deſert the Churches Communion 1n the dere: Triticum new 
Cafe ſuppos'd; where is the Harm, if that 7, emp- a ares _ 
zation were remov'd,” and the wither'd unprofita- funtaram proceil : 
ble:Branches left to fall off by Degrees 2 Such as in- /%ve11-t lnan's pa- 
N SO IF WLET FER: : ) lextempeſlate jatlan- 
iſt-upon this'0jezbn, Thrm fure, are either lilly 7, $cyprian. 
Fools that underſtand not what they fay, or the 
have the Jeſuits and the Dzſſexters ſence of the E/tabliſh'd Religion, 
that tt muſt have Baits and A/lurements to gain Proſelytes; which 
is certainly the greateſt \Scanda! imaginable” upon any Church 
or Perſwaſron whatſoever. For Truth will ever prevail, Magna 
et veritas &' prevalebit; and tho' it may be Clouded for ſome - 
time, yet it can never be overcome, becaule it alwaies ſtands firm 
upon Feet of 1r9m, without any mixture of Cliy, Are not we then 
axtreamly oblig'd to ſuch rare Advocates, who feem to plead for 
the Efabliſh'd Church, and with the ſame Breath endeavour to 
make-her Ridzculonus to her Enemies? As if ſhe were not able 
toſtand her Grownd in Spirituals,without a Mrmopoly of all the, zem- 
pwral: ' Advantages of the MXingdom; Which (as St. Terome 
* has long fiace well obſery'd)) does vety, often ra- 
ther biader; lian advance the Purity of the Goſpel. * Polgum Feceſis 
Yet this"T petceive; is the' ordinary * Meth :d of the” freak / can 
Fitiog, to make. loud pretences of Zeal for the [ut om opi- 
Church, and of Z#yalty- to the King, and \at' the mir, fed wire, 
ame time take ſuch Miaſares under thisMavk;as will Hom. * 
iecually Veakey, if not Deſtroy both in the Con- 
bfob'cofit 1 oor eat 20h ies 2 03 2:90 
But the Main Point: is yet behind, which if they can but _ 
paſs by ZZook or by Crook, they are cock-ſure of the YVittery; . 
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but- if they fhou'd fail, as undoubtedly they will, all their other 
Arts and Contrivances will prove inſignificant. The Revenue ſettled 
on the late Xi»g, tho very inconſiderable to ſupport the Grandeur 
and the ordinary Charge of the Government, has been a great Grie- 
; vance to the Godly Party, and no ſmall Block in their way to a 7ho- 

row Reformation, that is in plain Ergliſh, the Subverfron of Church 
and State. And therefore they have now all their Engines at work 
to hinder the ſerling on his preſent Majeſty fach Branches of it, as 
are not already wo perpetual, that He may not be able either 
to defend His People, or to offend His Enemies. But as the Devil, 
when he intends moſt Miſchief, transforms himfelf into an Ange! 
of Light, ſo do our giddy Gofpelers, to hide their Cloven Foot of 
Separation, pretend to be zealous Adwocates for the Church of Eng- 
land, when really they deſign Her Ruine, which they know has 
no Security under God, but in the Strength and Power of the Monar- 
chy. They boaſt, that beſides ſome Lords and ſeveral Commeners 
of the E/abliſh'd Religion, they have got a Prelate or two (and you 
may remember they allow'd us lately but two Proteſtant Biſhops ) 
to joyn with them in their Infolent Propofal for Clipping the Prero- 
gative ; which if refus'd, as they expect it will, becauſe anreaſc- 
natle and of very ill Conſequence, they hope it may then beget ſuch 
Miſunderſtandings between King and Parliament, as will make 
them part without providing for the Security of the Publick. Yet 
becauſe they find the Nation is now grown weary of Confufton, and 
the Major Part, out of a ſenſe of Duty and common ſafety, inclind 
to comply with their Soveraign tor rhe ſupport of the Government, 
they þ. «e another Project, which they think will Setzer take, and 
in Preceſs of Time will do their Work as well, viz. that the Revenue 
Le not fetled but from 7e.:r to Tear, at moft not above thyce Tears 
regcther, that they may, like Dutiful Subjects, keep their Scve- 
raizn on his good Behaviour ; by which Means they are ſure of 
© frequent opportunities to ſhuffle the Cards again, and venture 
in ſpite of Fate another Game for the Go:d Old Cauſe. 

Theſe, Sir, are the wild Imaginations of a reſtleſs fort of People 
amongſt us, whoſe Religion, like the Story of the Salamander in 
the Fire, never thrieves but in Confufron. And therefore I ſhou'd 
be ſorry, that any Member of the Church of England, whoſe 
* Doftrine Iam ure is quite oppoſite, ſhou'd be fo far miſled, as to 


vB With them in ſuch Diſloyal Contrivances. We may eaftly ob- 


Tu: TL OO” 
ſerve from late and former Experience, that the Welfare of all 
Nations, but more particularly of this, wholly conſiſts in a good 
Underſtanding, and mutual Confidence between Prince and People; 
and that if the one be jealous of the other, neither our Peace 
at home, nor Trade abroad can be Durable ; for both Domeſtick - 
-and Foreign Enemies will daily gain ground upon us, and make 
us at length a Prey to their Malice or Ambiticn, 


Beſides, if we confider the Grievous Complaints of former a- | 
ges againſt Moropotyes, and the frequent Diſputes about the Kings = 
Prerogatzve, and the Liberty of the Subjed, with the many Evils 
that follow'd to the great Hazard of the Publick, which were 
all founded on the want of Moxey, we ſhall quickly conclude with 
the Emperour Theodofrus, Periculofiſſimum Animal Pauper Rex : And 
that it is neither Dutiful nor Prudent Sees to tempt their 
Prince to go out of the beaten Roll," ind ſtrain his Preroga- 
tive, or hearken to the Devices of Projeftors, for the ſupport of 
his Government. His Majeſty in his moſt Gracious Declaration was 
pleas'd to take particular notice of the Zoyalty both of the Mem- 
bers and' of the Principles of the Church of England, and promisd 
upon that Account to defend and ſupport it. But, if in ſtead 
of continuing Loyal and Faithful, according to our Duty and to _ 
our Conſcience, we ſhou'd endeavour by raifing a Faitzon in the_.. 
State, to' make the Crown uneafie, we cate the Obligation of © || 
this Gracions Promiſe, and give his Majeſty occaſion to make us 
as wzeafie as he pleaſes. For 'tis manifeſt, as his Majeſty well 
obſerv'd, the Laws of. England are ſufficient to make the King as 
great ' a- March as he can wiſh: And if he were forcd by the 
Baſeneſs of fore People to take fuch Meaſures 1n his own De- 
fence, which I am certain, nothing but their Perverſeſs cou'd 
induce him to do, 'tis Demonſtrable, he cou'd raiſe more Moxey 
that way in one year, than he can expect from his Parliament in 
three. 

This cou'd be made out by ſeveral ſtances, yet becauſe I 
have always been a great Enemy to Projefts, and very averſe 
from cutting out zew ways for raiſing the X#inz Money, when a 
Parliament, if mindful of their Duty and of the Publick Good, 
1s undoubtedly the Be? and the moſt Natural Method, 1 will in- 
ſtance. only two Branches, and make no extravagazt Calculation, 


» 
4. 


F aj 3 to prove my Aſerties: \ = firſt is, that if the 
C19. 4 ne RROe by th fowar 6 208 Pafirnyd: by: > 
 * ,  Q_Elrzabeth apd, K. James, againſt, eqring of Fleſh... 
in Lew and other” Fa ing-days, Were ur .1n. execution, where... 
whe 1 Fe Jealt, Penalty 15, ten ſhillings and, ten,days Jw-.;. 
$8, ICY Ppriſoument for the fir {t,. and, double. for the /econd 
35Elicg.7:22, Offence (not to mention higher * Forfeitures ſince 
wtf Car. 1. impoſd) moſt People rather than be. obnoxious to 
P ſuch Peralties, or oblig'd to abſtain from Fleſh near 


T50 days in the Year, two Fifths, of | the : whole, wou'd give 
a yearly Sum, at leaſt '20 ſhillings, one, with another, and fave 
trebl&'by it in the price of, Eiſh, for Licences from the King, 
according,:to a Proviſa .made in one of the ſaid Statutes : Pro- 
wvided always, and be it ordained and enatled by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That. this . Aa" or any... thing. therein \centaincd,.. Lad} 
not in any wiſe extend. t if) _ Perſon., or. 'Perſons, . that hereto- - * + 
fore hath, or hereafter ſg \bave obtained any Licence of our -; 
Sovereign Lord the King, F;, Heirs or Succeſſors., 2.& "3 Fd. -- 
6.C. 19. Sect. 5, Now all towing Men do. generally agree. there 
are in, England at. lealt fix Milions of .,Perſons,: and we may -. 
reaſonably ſuppoſe: above two Fifths. lable to. this S?arure, who... i 
conſequently won'd yield to the Cravn two Millions. and a. half. 
of Pounds Sterling. per Ay. near double the Produce of the. - 
hree' great Branches of the Revenue, the Caſtoms, Exciſe, "and + 
earth Money. . Secondly, If his Majeſty, which! ; God., forbid,....- 
ſhould find the” Hemkers of the Church of England refractory, »i;l. 
and thereupon. think fit to countenance the Diſſenters,, and ſuls . 
pend the Penal Laws againit them, purſuant-to. the BiZ: paſgd _ _ 
both ZZoxſes in the laſt Parliament at  Weſtmmſter, he might-,. 
pave their Zearts and Purſes at his Devotion, if it, were for no... 
dther 'Reaſon, but to. ſpite the cſtabliſl'd Church, and: ſeem to...” 
jutdo them in Loyalty. - And fince there'are in: England above 
Ix hundred thouſand D/ſſenters and Libertines, who wou'd ,ra- -..; 
her pay 12 pence a Sday, that is 52 ſhillings per 4. than - -;i 
e obligd to goto Charch; his Majeſty might receive;aboye a 
W210. and a halt more upon this Account,. .., . Figowle 
ThusT LaveJhew'd you in part, how the. X7nz might raiſe _ 
Yoney enough<to ſupply his. Neceſizzes, ,without the Afiſtaxce -. 
[ a Parliament; yet at the ſame time I muſt tell. you, I do ,. 
= ER NOT;-;; -:, 


; 


$ © 2 _ = W IT ig hoo? & 554% A, 1 F. 4 rope 
495 93 973110 1 45 97 þ , 
7 not vapprove 'of clis | Mithod Ef do I believes L EP hy of 'f : 
verbr minke! #6 of 'anyifach' Artifiee, wh, yaltes'y Key 
ywily-the fe tion" 'of his" People," than 4 "Pound. pad, (Eh 
borher” Mans": Neverthelels, 1t makes"t plain, * 7: our” v7 hy 
As welt as Pary, nor to tempt hirm'too much; "for if it be'a true - 
rfaying, Cervas laceſſitus Leo, what ſhall a Lyon be, when provok'd 
:beyond Meaſure? 

;Ag'tfor that -Fattious Contrivance of the Cabil, to have 'the Re- 
—_— ſettled but from vear to year, or ſome limited time, . tis 
-1o' Baſe and "fo Diſhoyal a Project, that it is not to be” imagin'd. 
"the Parliament  wou'd propoſe, or - the Xing accept of any ſuch 
thing. © *Tis enovgl: t6 make all Foreſt Mey abhor it, that it 
was never off r'd to any King 'of Eng/and, but to his" Maiefjes 
Father,” our Royal Martyr, whom the Bhodhounds, that hunted. 
him: to the - Scaffold, thonght fit to' feed 'as it w ere with Sugar= 
plums, till they w hecdled him out of all Power, and then made - 
him a Sacrifice to ſecure their /ſarpation. But the Impuderce 
of the 'Fattioy is very predigzous, who have the, Fate 'to t | 
of :ſuch-a"Propo/al, and at the ſame *time talk of © the, 2, gk 
of' a. general Af of Tudemairy; to forget and* Jirgur all' paſt EMiſe 
carriazes;\" Wou'd it pleaſe them, think” you, to have Fs a_Par-- 
don as wou'd ſecure them from Puſtice froth year to, year, © or 
from” ore '.S2ſion of Parlzamznt..to ano er, as; they are Pleas wy 
roxpropoſe. abbur the” Revenu> Or Wou'd they” hive the Reve- 
tue fo Timed, and the Pry made” AVfUute' "This T aj 3s Ee 
no Honeſt” man "will approve of; "fone, but a 'Partie i in te te 
Conſpiracy will "offer or promote.” Tam ſenſible an, A of "Gee 
viow; provided the Crvivy weteTeeurd® againft further Attempts 
wou'd be a great Means to' quiet PB) Be NS: hors 2] HF 
many *#re felt Apprehenſive,” the Cop han Had "From, Ju 
tice, will"onetime or other-be taken, oh HON e in, a p 
favel their own Baton, will difcover: their Accomplices in that, 
Hell;jh Defign, Hf ed "as Captain Walcot confeſs'd in his laſt Ky, ”_ 
at\7ybari) was Vard ver Sp and*the” Xing had. a great may 
to jabs Tudoment of *'But ofhetwiſe "tis only dechuttitng the Fatt-, 
ox 'of al{their former Contrivances, and expoſing the peg i 
their! future: Defigys. | 

'(This\wou'd ba Faral' Prronrt indeed, and of 16 peHnicios' _ 
Conſequence, that we need not fear there will be any fuch Pardon - 


granted, without good Provifion made on the other ſide to keep - | 
£ ; 


he Dieeord in awe. And'tis manifeſt there is no poſſibility cf 

_ Providing for, or ſecuring the Crown, nor conſequently the Peace 
and Tranquility of his. ns good SubjeQs, any other way 
than by ſettling for ever 4 ſufficient Revenue for the Support and 
Defence. of the Government againſt all the Machinations of its P- 
nemies. _ For. to: ſettle @ ford, tho otherwiſe conſiderable, for a 
term of years, or during Life, is like the Jeſuits Powder, which 
puts the i FHumnrs aſleep for ſome time, but deſtroys not the 
Original Cauſe of the Diſtemper. And if we conſtder that the 
Nation wou'd think it leſs grievous, to be tax'd yearly a Million 

_ of Moxzy for ſeven years together, than oblig'd to pay four Mzl- 
/zens in any one year, without being chargd a Farthing for the 
other ſix, becauſe the former operates like Phy/ical Dyer, but the 
later like a Yzolent Purgation, we ſhall find 'tis no leis the Peoples 
than the-Princes Intereſt to have the Revenue made certain. and 

- perpetual. 'It was well obſerv'd by the beſt Parliamert that ever 
met in our Days, That nothing conduceth more to the Peace and Pro- 
ſperity of a Nation, and the Protedion of every fingle Perſon therein, 
than that the Publick Revenue thereof may be in ſome meaſure pro- 
portioned to the Publick Charge and Expence. 13 & 14 Car. 2. Cap. 
ro. Sect. x. Since therefore the Charges of the Government are 
for the moſt part perpetual, is it not the wndoubted Intereſt of all 
Honeſt Men, and particularly of thoſe that have any thing to 
loſe, to allow and ſettle upon the Crows for ever ſuch a proportiona- 
Zle- Revenue, as may ſecure them in the peaceable Poſe, of the 
reſt? As for the preſent, 'tis our Comfort, that God in his Mercy has 
been pleas'd to ſet a Prince to reign over us, ſo extraordinarily 
qualified for the greateſt 7ndertakings, that we may well conclude, 
He' was born to_ retrieve the finking Glory of the Engliſh Nation, in 
whom the Prudence of Henry the ſeventh, and the Courage of 
Henry the Eighth, without the Droſs, either of the formers clote 
Parcimony, or of the /aters too much Severity, do. meet in- Per- 
fe@icn : So that in His Days notwithſtanding all the Snarlings of 
an imveterate fort of People, we need not. fear any conſiderable 
Diſturbance. But if it pleaſe God to call him, which I heartily 
wilh.may not be till after a Zoug and; Proſperous Reign, from an 
Earthly to a Heavenly Crown, and leave no Iſſue Male, or. but a 
Child to fucceed him, what fhall then become, of the Monarchy, 


if atthe fame time the greateſt. part of the Revenue happens fo -_ 
expire-#: The people will Swindle afreſh into ſeveral Parties and, | 
Fations; the - Republicans have 'an:opportunity to puſh . for their 
Darling Commonwealth, and the Crawn becauſe poor, and the Succeſ- . 
for not very ative, will be indanger of being madea_ Prey by the 
ſtrongeſt Arm and longeſt Sibord; / which-will inevitably turn our Bri- 
fo Paradiſeiintos Field of Bloodyahd involve the three Kingdoms in 
endleſs Confuſiotis:: #1907 290 DLNEIOUI 36.41 ot 8, 207; 
. Toprevent therefore ſuch Fardl Calamities, as I do not queſtion 
your Zeal in the Matter, -ſo'I hope your Fe/low-Members, and the 
whole ar! hips Wifdor-of the Nation, - King, - Lords and Com= 
moys, will takeeffeualicare tolſecure your! Comntry,.,not only, in 
your own;ays,” but as fat" as/pofſitae, ' for Future Generations. It you 
conſider, how ſtiff and -unreatonably o2/timate People are ſometimes, 
who like the-Foolz/b Members inthe: 4polozue combining again} 
the Bed, refuſe to help'their Prince; tho'-to. prevent their own, 
2d their Countries ruine; yourcan have no: Reafon to-leave. p buſt- 
neſs of ſuch Importance; as thie Welfare: of your Poſterity, to blind. 
thance, or 'to-the Filumor and Capriciv of pretended Patriots. The 
taking of Conſtautinople-by Mabomet the Gteat gives usa remark», 
able i»/tance of this fort of Madne/s, which made the Greciaxs of a, 
Learned flouriſhing Nation, become the moſt igyorant Peaſants, and 
the werie/t Slaves in Nature. The poor Emperor-went, as it were 
for Alms {from door to door, 'begging of the Rich Citizens to, icon- 
tribute a little Moxey to enable him againſt the Common Enemy : 
but they pleaded Poverty, and wou'd not part with a Farthing, 
till the ZTown was taken by Storm, and three hundred Millions of 
their Money brought into the Conguerors Coffers ; who wondering - 
how ſo Rich a Ciy cou'd be fo eaſily won, faid, If theſe People 
had beſtowd but three Millions of this Money in defence of their © 
City, 1 cou'd never have taken it. 'But what need we go into For- 
reign Countries, when we have inſtances enough at Zome, and 
within our own' Memory, to-convince us of this 'Fruth. The ſtrange 
uſage-King CH AR LES the firſt, and hislate Majeſty for tome 
years paſt; receiv'd from an.wigrateful ſort of People, (who the more 
Gracious and obiging they found their Prince, the more S:iff and Re- 
frafory ſtill they grew, to the undoing almoſt of the whole Na+ 
tion) 1s w&rningenough to all honeſt and thinking: Her, to provid e 
ipamft 'fuch dangerous Firs of Madneſs for the future. NE 


| | 
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\ ; 
" *Tisxrne, faies one;itwere tobe wiſh'd ſuch proviſions con'd be . 
+ made, as wou'd for ever ſecure the!/Crows from all future Attempts, 
| {both Forreign and Domeſtick; butrthen,:on the. other ſide; what ſe-.. 
| >curity cou'd the People have, that:the Prince wou'd not in two. or - 
* three Generations ſhake off his\Parliaments, and make Himſelf ab. 


Prov. x5. 22. 

Nevertheleſs, to obviate: this and all other' Objections of that 
kind, if we ſeriouſly conſider Matters, : we ſhall find that a mid- 
dle courſe may be-taken, by which-we may avoid all theſe;In- 
conveniences. For if a competent Revenue,. that is, the Cu/toms 
and the temporary part of the Zxci/e,be made perpetual;to fupport 
the Crown againſt Forreign or Domeſtick Deſigns, uponr:the Death of 

' the Sovereign ; And becaule this is not ſufficient to defray. the neceſ- 
fary Charges of the Government, ' while eurNeizþbears have far great- 
er Revenues, if the Parliament wills ſettle-an Additional Fond for Life, 
whereof part ſhall be appropriated ro/particular uſes, and theowverplus 
taid up in Bank; inſtead of our occaſional Taxes,towards the Prpence of 

a War; Sc. with-this Proviſo, that all Offrers concern's ſhell give.the 


aliament 2 full account: of their Receipts: and | Dijſbar ſoments Once 


( 33) | 
every three years, otherwiſe all farther Levies of the ſame to ceaſe ;: * 
both Prince and People will then be ſecur'd, Parliaments even 
upon. this account will be found {till mans the Nation much 
easd in raifing their 7axes, and the Crown made more conſiderable 
both at home and abroad. 

You will excufe me, IT hope, if I do not any further deſcend to 
Particulars, or take upon me to tell you exaatly, which your Fel- 
low-Members can do a great'deal better, how much may be a 
fufficient Fond to anſwerall the ends aforemention'd. 'Tis enough 
to fay ingeneral, that I ſee no other Rule in that Caſe to be made 
uſe of, but the Conſideration of the Strength and Riches of our 
Neighbour-Nations, and that the Publick Revenue of - England muſt 
bear ſome proportion to theirs, unleſs we intend to live within 
ourſelves, and think no longer on trading with Forreign Countries. 
We ſee how much the French and Dutch have, within theſe fourſcore 
years paſt, encroach'd upon our undoubted Right, the Dominion 
of-the Narrow Seas, and by that upon our Trade and Commerce, 
the great Magazine of our Wealth, to the loſs of many Millions | 
a year to the Exgliſh Nation. And we cannot in reaſon expect 
m will deſiſt, untill we pug, ourſelves into fuch a poſture, as 
will make it viſible to the World, we are able to cope with them, 
and torecover our own ; which yet is altogether impoſſible, as long 

.as wehave nothing elſe to depend upon, but temporary Taxes,to carry 
on a War; while they have vaſt Sums of Money in Caſh, anda 
| large yearly Revenue to oppoſe us, the French King about twelve 
Millions of Pounds ſterling per av. and the Dutch, who in Queen 
£lz. time ſtifd themſelves, The poor diſtreſſed States of Holland, 
above five Millions, coming in yearly into their publick 'Trea- 
fury. For they cannot be ignorant, but. that the extraordinary 
"Charge ofaWar, falling upon us all of a ſudden,will quickly make the 
People here ſo a—_ that they will be content to quit their 
Right after all their loſſes, and ny up a Peace on any terms, ra- 
ther than bear ſach heavy unuſual Taxes any longer; ſo that 
if our Enemies can but prolong the War for ſome years, they will 
by degrees weary us out, and force us at laſt to a Compliance. 
Whereas if they ſaw, we had a conſiderable Sum of Money in 
Caſh, and the like yearly coming in, to defray the Charge of a 
War without making the People uneaſie, they woud be more cau- 
-- "tious how-to offend us, and without ſtriking a ſtroke wou'd be 


(36) 
_ *« But. becauſe the Circulation. of Money is thought as neceſſary 
to the Body Politick, as that of Blood to the. Natural, and therefore 
the hoarding up. ſuch Sums in time of Peace wou'd prove very 
prejudicial to Trade, the Life and Vigour of a Commonwealth, this 
intended Bank of Money may fill be;laid! out to. uſe on 
good Securities by Commiſſioners appointed; 'by At of Parlia- 
ment, ſome of the moſt knowing; moſt honeſt, and beſt eſtated of 
both Houſes, and the Intereſt conſtantly imploy'd either in build- 
ing Work-houſes tor the Stroug,and Hoſpitals tor the Sick and:Diſabled 
Poor-of the Kingdom, or in ſome publick Trade, as'the Wooflex Ma- 
»afatture, Fiſping, or the like, which will be of infinite Advantage 
to. the whole Body of the Natzov. Neither is it it to- be reckon'd 
the leaſt, that this Method wou'd in a ſhort-time ſpoil the ſport of 
upſtart cheating Bankers,who ſtick likeLeeches daily ſucking theBlood 
of the credulous unwary People,while they can find any faith upon 
earth ;but when that fails them,fo that they can fuck no more, then 
they drop off,and to the ruine of hundreds of poor families wilfully 
break ſor many thouſands of Pounds, tho. perhaps ' not one of 
them had a hundred to begin- withal, and 'run "into the Fryers 


or the Kings-Bench, where they live like petty- Princes upon 


the Fortunes of poor Widows aifd Orphans, 'to whom in caſe 
they condeſcend to come to any Compoſition,” they will hard- 
ly allow a Crown in the Pound of their. Principal Money. And 
which is very ſtrange, there is no Corporal Pimiſhment here, as in 
Foreign Countries,not ſo much asthe Pillory to be inflicted in thisCaſe, 
nor any otherRemedy to behad,if the Bankrupt has the wit to ſecure 
his Books and Money, which he may eaſily do, when he defignedly 
breaks todefraud his Creditors. | 
This is a hard caſe indeed, anda very great grievance, well 
worth the Parliamenrs Care to contrive ſuch Laws as may prevent 
the like for the future;But the Devil of Perjury is the grand Grievance 
of all, which beſt deſerves their moiſt ſerious Conſideration : For 
\ if ſuch as deal with Bankrupts are rain'd in their E/ates,and if upon 
that account others are frightned from laying out their Money, be- 
cauſe for a little Gain they will not hazard the loſs of their whole For- 
tune, Which is a main obſtruftion to Trade ; the 7rue-Proteſtant 
Flayl of Perjury will not only ruine People in their Fortunes, but will 
. Hocus Pocus them out of their Inmocence, and {weep E/tate, Reputa- 
tion, Life ang all away, to the uttter undoing of whole Families. Yer _. 


"TIT -- 


 certainly'tisa great Soleciſm in ourLaws,that if one Rebs another 'of  * 


Sixpence upon the Road, he is hang d without any more ado; but 4 


if a Banker cheats thouſands of his Majeſties Subje&ts, of Millions © | | 


Money, and can but get into the Fryers or Kings-Bench, he is as 
ſafe as a Thief in a Mill, and cares not a ſtraw whether his Cre- © 1 
ditors do live or ſtarve. And which is yet worſe, if a forſworn Vil- 
lain will ſet up for a Xings Evidence, and by his Perjuries murder 
never ſo many innocent Subjects, all he is to ſuffer, is to ſtandiin the 
Fey, or loſe his more harmleſs Ears, inſtead of his Murde- 
ring T ongue. Whereas the Divine Law expreſly orders,that Whoſoever 
ſheddeth mans blood, by man ſhall his blood be ſhed, Gen. 9.6. 
But the Truth is, tho'the Fundamentals of our Conſtitutions be © 
undoubtedly the beſtLaws in the world,and the moſt ſuitable to the 
Genius of the Ex2l;ſh Nation; yet we have ſeveral defects on the 
one hand, and a great deal of rubbiſh on-the other, that want a 
Reformation, the proper province of Xing and Parliament. And 
+ in this caſe,as I am certain of your Zeal, ſoI doubt not but your Fel- 
low-Members will be forward enough to promote fo good a Work, 
whereon the happineſs of this Nation ſo much depends, which 
ſome of their Predeceſlors have ſtrangely negle&ed. For I find the 
French Gevtleman was not very much out in his Obſervation, whea 
he faid, that as the Roman Conclave's overbuſying themſelves with 
Temporal Matters and State-Afﬀairs, which was none of their bu- 
ſineſs, did no ſmall injury to the Chriſtian Religion ; ſo ſeveral 
Members of our Houſe of Commons for ſome years paſt, — 
too much with Religion, and prying into Intrigues of State, whick 
was quite out of their * Sphere, made them ve- , 
ry much neglect the true Intereſt of their Coun- berelf ve oo 
try. But now, Ihope, we have got a true Engliſh mens,!t was not meant 
Parliament, that will zealouſly promote the Good 57, Pore mane 
of the Publick, difable the Faction from making or cauſes Ecdlefiufti- 
any diſturbance, ſettle a ſufficient Revenue upon the *«4!- 4nd the like did 
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Crown, to ſupport the Grandeur and neceſlary qc;(0ns nip. p.510. 
Charge of the Government, repeal the uſeleſs and 
enact newLaws for the advancement of Trade, and in a word,ma ke 
their King as happy in this, as ever any of his Anceſtors have been in 
their moſt Loyal and bountiful Parliaments : Which, becauſe the : 
only way to a Laſting Settlement, is the _—_ m—_ of ; 
| . | 
a Ma) . _ Your &c.- 4 


